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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 
 

Held on 13th June 2017 at Ashdale 
 

Present: John Ward (Chair), Dorothy Gordon, Margaret Martin, Peter Aldous, 
  Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Brian Hunter 
 
Apologies:    Lynne Ward, Allyson Barron, Lindsey Andrews, Steve Moore, Sheila Hunter 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting.  These were agreed to be correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Bio-Blitz.  We do not have a definite date.  E-mail Lindsey for news or we could organize it 
ourselves.  We would like to link Butterfly Count results into records.  John knows someone 
who is an entomologist.  Should we have more than one bio-blitz as wildlife changes with the 
seasons?  We could just invite various experts to do a survey in their own time as an 
alternative to a bio-blitz but make sure they record it.  Tony will follow this up.  We also need 
to know if the Big Butterfly Count is going ahead.  John asked everyone to identify and follow 
up all their contacts who can do surveys and who have expertise. 
 
Oulton Broad Parish Council.  Andy Page, one of the new Oulton Parish Councillors, 
contacted Margaret to confirm he will attend our AGM.  He informed Margaret there will be a 
meeting on 14th July with Waveney District Council to discuss the hand-over of Waveney 
District Council property to the new Councils.  It sounds as if it could be a long process.  
Oulton Broad Parish Council have noted that Bonds Meadow is not mentioned in the list 
Waveney DC have drawn up.  Margaret confirmed to Andy that 90% of Bonds Meadow is 
currently owned by Waveney and managed by BMCA.  District Councillor Jane Murray 
thinks that Bonds Meadow will be transferred to Oulton Parish Council.  In time, another 
Management and Maintenance Agreement may have to be drawn up.  
 
Bio-Toilet.   Peter A has not yet received Lindsey’s report on this.  Tony will follow this up 
when he contacts Lindsey.  We will try to contact Geoff Young of the Willow Project who we 
think has experience of bio-toilets.  
 
Signage.  Tony and the work party are working on this.  Tony is compiling a document for 
everyone to see.  Some signs will cost more than others.  Peter Ross may be able to assist. 
 
Christina thinks that the silver birches at Sunhenge need topping out and cutting back.  She 
also suggested carefully moving some newly planted trees to cover bare patches.  This 
needs to be done in the winter.  
 
We need to use branches to build hedgehog shelters. 
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Chair’s Report 
 
A quieter month.  We had replies from Daniel Wareing of Waveney Norse regarding fly-
tipping to the effect that one had resulted in an on-the-spot fine.  Regarding the other one, 
they had been satisfied that the person whose address was on the rubbish was not the 
culprit.  He also expressed his gratitude for the work of the BMCA.  I replied and thanked him 
for his actions and words. 
 
I replied to the Chestnut Avenue Neighbourhood Watch e-mail about garden intrusion saying 
the logs that they thought had been used were nothing to do with us and that the work party 
had cleared a tree that had bridged the ditch.  I have not had a reply. 
 
I chased Persimmon and they subsequently got back to me to the effect that they will start 
the work on the footpath in the next six weeks.  That was a good two weeks ago.   
 
Tony Brown has agreed to do a talk at the AGM.  His talk list has been distributed. 
 
Councillor Jane Murray has told me that we should check where Bonds Meadow now stands 
with the re-arrangements of the local councils.  I was hoping to have more information by 
today but unfortunately that has not been possible.  I will pursue. 
 
I spoke at and delivered Margaret’s report to the Oulton Parish Council Meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Finance Report as at 13.06.17 
Balance b/f   Statement 93     1,352.14 
Income 
24.05.17 Donation (Eastern Woods Opening)           5.37 
 
          1,357.51 
Expenditure      ____________ 
 
Balance as at 24.05.17 Statement 94     1,357.51 
 
Cheques not gone through Bank 
 
Grass Seed (Tony)         Q67         (16.95) 
Postage       (Margaret)   0.55             Q68                                        (26.59) 
Printer Ink                      10.00 
Eastern Woods 
Opening Refreshments  16.04                                    _______ 
                                       26.59                                                                     1313.97                     
 
Pay Pal Account             14.75 
 
                                 
Pay Pal can be transferred to the bank account.  
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Project Manager’s Report 
 
13th June 2017 - Activity – Recently. 
 
Volunteers –   Joined recently by another new volunteer Janice Flinders. Also had contact 
from 2 more, one of whom used to be involved with the original Sunday crew. I won't count 
them as part of our ever expanding team until they have put in a few appearances. Today we 
were joined by Marie Prime, who resides in Elmhurst Avenue, and was attracted by our 
request in the magazine. This brings our regulars up to 10. I gave everyone a new Hi-Viz 
vest today, bearing our 'Bonds Meadow Volunteers' on the back. 

Sunhenge – Unfortunately the Bug hotels were destroyed recently. They have been rebuilt. 

The Dell – Completed removal of encroaching brambles, and carried out grass and 
wildflower seeding in this area 

The main pond – Completed grass and wildflower seeding around newly landscaped areas 
of the pond. Commenced pond dipping walkway, and we were dismayed to find that on our 
return a week later, a huge willow tree that grew beside the pond  had toppled, and landed 
across the walkway, and right across the pond. It took us all that morning to cut up the tree, 
then the following week we had to completely realign the levels of the walkway as it had 
been squashed down along its length by the fallen tree.                                                                                               

Today we further progressed the walkway, hopefully the main structure will be completed 
next week, and then we have to build the approach to cater for disabled visitors. 

General – Steve and I completed the chainsaw course last week. We spent 5 consecutive 
days in a wood near Woodbridge, and during our course we experienced all of nature’s 
wrath as 2 days were spent in the teeth of a gale, and in tremendous stormy weather, with 
the ground waterlogged and mud everywhere!  

All our equipment was supplied by Peter Ross at Suffolk Norse. I was concerned to find that 
the course carried with it a separate assessment day, and carried a pass or fail for the 
prestigious City & Guilds award. I took the decision not to attend the day as my requirement 
was solely for the training aspect in how to use a chainsaw effectively and safely.  Today I 
took a phone call from Robert Slarke, WDC's Arborist, who wanted to know why I had not 
taken the assessment.  I informed him that a large part of the assessment related to 
understanding the mechanics. I have no interest in this subject and would have most 
certainly have failed that part of the assessment, although I had every confidence regarding 
the felling of trees. 

Risk assessments – One key factor that emerged from the course is that all woodland 
management should be risk assessed. We don't have any risk assessments, and surely this 
is down to WDC as landowners to have produced all suitable risk assessments. (There was 
further discussion on this. We need to check what the Management and Maintenance Agreement 
with WDC says about risk assessments.  Peter A will ask Peter Ross for advice on risk 
assessments.  Tony has some Health and Safety experience and can advise and support). 

Large storage unit – I circulated an email from Peter Ross recently which explained that 
our bid for funding from a Norse charity had been unsuccessful. The reason given was that 
an employee of Norse had to be personally involved with the working group.  Peter Ross has 
been working alongside us on several occasions.   However this was deemed as to be 
insufficient in the case of bidding for funds. The bid was for the shortfall of funds amounting 
to £800. This amount is derived from the gap between the £1300 price of a unit, and the 
£500 that we currently have from Len Jacklin’s locality budget award. Unfortunately the price 
has gone up approx. £200 since we first inquired. We now need to raise an additional  
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Project Manager’s Report (continued) 

£1,000.  (This was further discussed.  Brian is looking at ways in which Oulton Parish 
Council may be able to support this with Section 106 money.  He may have news in early 
July). 

 

New foul water pipe – Today sub- contractors were let onto site to test dig deep holes to 
ascertain soil consistency. They are a father and son outfit, and after discussion about their 
plans, they offered to do any excavating work that we might require as they would be on site 
for 3-4 months. 
 
I mentioned that we were keen for a feeder pond to be excavated close to our main pond, 
and the remaining two ponds filled in. They said they would be happy to do this  
 
Woodchip.  Peter A will ask Peter Ross to do chipping for us.   
Peter Aldous.    Project Manager 
 
Butterflies of Britain 
 
Lindsey absent.  Possible events have been covered in Matters Arising. 
 
Website 
 
The newsletter and Muntjac article have been given to Chris Newman so they should be 
added soon.  New text is always welcome and should be e-mailed to John. 
 
AGM 
 
This will be held on Saturday 24th June at 10.30 in the Small Hall at Oulton Community 
Centre.  We will set-up at 10.00.  Margaret will purchase at £20 book token for Tony Brown, 
the guest speaker, and will bring refreshments.  Brian will supply cups and saucers.  
Christina will supply plastic mugs.  Tony will follow up the possibility of obtaining 
complimentary refreshments.  Margaret will bring the Information Boards and our latest 
Award Certificate.   
 
AOB 
 
Thanks were expressed to Tony for his excellent newsletter.   
 
Patches of seedlings are coming up with various species of grass and Yellow Rattle.  This is 
a partial success.  They may develop more.  Christina recommended a very low cut in late 
July or early August and sowing more wildflowers and Yellow Rattle. She also advised 
scattering some sand as delicate flowers like poor soil.   We need to monitor these patches 
and decide whether to create new patches or, if success is dubious, what do we do?  
Possibly the soil isn’t right.  Peter Ross has a date for the grass cutting.  Tony said we are 
not recording what is coming up.  We need to do this so we can assess the diversity.  Tony is 
trying to take regular photos.   
 
Richard Morling told John he comes to Bonds Meadow with his wife, who is disabled.  Could 
we improve disabled access?  Future Agenda Item. 
 
Bio-Records.  Tony showed John how to record.  He will send a link.  You need own 
password to join the group. 
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Outstanding Agenda Items (to be discussed at the next Committee Meeting after the AGM) 
 
Disabled Access 
Oulton Broad Parish Council 
 
Date of Next Committee Meeting 
 
Tuesday 18th 7.15 for 7.30 start at Ashdale. 
 
Towards the end of the meeting a fire was spotted in Bonds Meadow.  The meeting was 
temporarily abandoned and the fire was put out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


